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fo scalb .em dnuora si dleifdaH ehT .tfarD eht ssim annog mAAAAI m A Let's look down a little. But I am praying anyway, because: (a) although he never snor (c) That is the night before the draft, and I can't. SLEEP. I am not so worked. It should be great as ice. I have accepted each exam. Finished in almost all classes. Ninety and ninth percentile of
all cadets in the academy. Jones, Tyler, squadrine, first class. Golden Boy. That is what the other Alfa call me. Some throw it as an insult, but I take it as a compliment. No one worked more hard than me to get there. No one worked hard once they arrived. And now all that work is about to bear fruit, because Maao is the draft and I have won four of
the five best teams, and I will have the best team than a senior class in Aurora Academy has seen. So, why can't I sleep? Revenue with a long sigh, I get out of my bunk, drag with my uniform, drag my hand through my blond hair. And firing Bjafirkman who would like to Kkill "or at least mute", I pat at the door control pad and act in the corridor, cutting
his snoring detached from me. It's late: 02:17 Station clock. The lighting is established low to simulate the night, but the fluorescent strips on the floor illuminate while I move around the hall. Ping to my sister, Scarlett, in my uniglass, but she doesn't respond. I think of ping to cat, but she is probably asleep. As it should be. I passed through a long
Pasteel window, looking at the star of Aurora burning more all, browning the edge of the frame in the most gold palido. In Old Terran Mitology, Aurora was the goddess of dawn. She announced the arrival of the daylight, the end of the night. Someone in the past gave her name to a star, and that star gave her name to the academy that now orbit it,
and .erdap .erdap ortseun a 3Adrocer grubsytteG ed n3Aicatse aveun al ne rodatulcer IE .odal im a otsuj alemeg anamreh im ,so+Aa ecert Alpmuc euq ne aAd le Abircsni eM .Auqa odiviv eh so+Aa ocniC .adiv im odad eh el aroruA n3AigeL He told us to feel it. We promised to pay the bastards. That dada ¢ & € is the sacrifice of & ™ & € & "all our
soldiersa € ™ sacrificesa € &4 € 4 € I wonder if I still believe it. It should be sleeping. A € ™ Know Dénde & ™ I go. Except that exactly at the same time & € & ™. Stalking down the hall to the dock. The tight mandi. The hands in my pockets to hide the puocies. ¢t A€ ¢4 ¢A€Aa¢¢A€ ¢ ¢A€a¢ac¢af€aq¢ four hours after ¢. The mail that surrounds me is
full of one hundred pods the same, all full of a layer of pailida frost. The ice cracks a little under my blows, but the seal is not & € & ™. My uniglass is executing an wireless hack on the lock, but 4 € & ™ too slow. If not & € leave here soon, 4 € & ™ I am dead. Another shock wave hits the Hadfield, shaking the entire ship. A € not gravity in abandoned
ones, so I can fall. But 4 € & ™ hanging from the Creo, which means that they still hit me like a child, & ™ like a toy, breaking my space suit, a € s at seventeen who already roar in my o'dos. Warning: integrity and gap. SITE H20 committed. UH-OH. . . The Crepod girl frowns the cem while sleeping is a bad dream. For a moment, I consider what is
going to & ™ for her if we leave this. And then I feel something wet at the base of the crest. Inside my helmet. I turn my head and try to detect the problem, and the humidity extends along the back of my neck, surface tension sticking it to my skin. I realize that my drink tube has broken. That my hydration tanks are empty in my helmet. That even if
this storm a € & ™ kill myself, in about seven minutes, my helmet is going to fill with water and a ™ I will be the first human being of which a ™ I have heard in space. If we left this alive? A¢a€ameno possibility ¢, a murmuro. ¢ a€ ¢a¢a€a ¢¢ d€acctca€acaca€acdec¢ ¢ Thereis no possibility, & ¢ three and a half hours before, a€ a ™ in
Aurora Academy Flight Control. The roof lieutenant & € & ™ is lexington, and A odinos nis odigur nu noc y ,otneimaznal ed obut le ne evan im nagrac euqarta ed sametsis sol y natneilac es serotom soL .motnahP ed A nu ed anibac al ne odatnes A A ,edrat siAm sotunim zeiD .soleuyoh ,saicarG .asirnos us recerapaer oev ,etnematnel siAm zev adac
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,n3AicadnuF al ed aAD led atseif al ne sesem ed rap nu ecaH .oy euq royam so+Aa sod ol3As A ™ in black. The stars shine off my screens. The empty extends as much as forever. Aurora estation illuminates the darkness of mé, fast cruises and capital ships docked in its oArf le sartneim ojo le odneivom ,osocsiv leg le ne sonam sim otem sartneim
aicnetrevda anu naznal serotinom soL. . AJOR ATRELA .ATOR 3717 ANIAV .ADIPMURRETNI SISATSE .AJOR ATRELA . . .atsah odnarig iAtse etnemlaer A roloc ©Auq oruges A on A ,etnerefid etnemaregil sirg ed opit nu a aibmac aluspiAc al ed n3Aicanimuli al odnauc euq AsA .orgen y ocnalb ed sonot a odicuder odot ,omorconom se dloF le ne Auqa
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arap sodAo sim a odagell ah azebac im ed roiretsop etrap al rop artsarra es euq auga ed ahcnam aL .ogla rio A ¢AA ¢A ¢AA ¢A ¢AA ¢A ¢AA ¢A ¢AA ¢A .asoc anu rAo A odeup A Y .oicnelis se aetciAL aAV al adot ,odnuges everb nu roP .iApap im ed sodreucer sol o tfarD le apucoerp eM .mocvan im ed odinos le o serosluporp sim ed odigur le rahcucse A
odeup A ,otnemom ese ne y ,oretne agart em y rap ne rap ed erba es eugeilP IE .emradulas arap odnarepse niAtse sallertse ed senollim 1iM .orolocni ,nif nis oleic nu ne ojremus em ,odinos nis Y .los le euq siAm allirb etaGdloF le ,aeuqolb es acitiAmotua aAug al. .oreleca euq adidem a dadicolev ed iAfos im ne orud siArta aicah odajupme ,serosluporp
sim oeplog A ¢A.aroruA ,euq regoR A ¢A A A ¢A.revo ,dloF ed adartne al arap erbil siAtsE .lortnoC aroruA Auqa ,151 motnahP A A ¢A .ralucirua im ne ejurc zov anU .zul ed setnallirb sozahcnip rop odasevarta ,etnallirb opmac nu rev odeup ,roiretni us nE .dadirucso al ne edrev ed naedaprap senolip suS .lanogaxeH .emronE .aorp A An3Aicatse al ed
skcilk lim ocnic sonu a ,Am a etnerf amosa es etaGdloF 1E .A leip A ,n3Aicatse al ed areuf zedivargni al rop adazalpmeer ,ajab dadevarg al euq adidem a ogitr©Av ed agafiAr anu odneitnis ,obmur ed ©AibmaC .aedor al euq dadirucso al odnasevarta o in my suit. A can A imagine what it will do to drag this girl prematurely, but leaving her for the
Folding Storm will definitely kill her. And if you don't have to this show on the way, on the way, on the way, he's gonna kill me, too. And yeah, that' gonna suck. Fortunately, the helmet of A Hadfield A seems to have brokenA3 years ago, so it doesn't A atmA 2 sphere to bleed the remaining heat of this body of A . Unfortunately, that means doesn't
anything for her to breathe either. But the drugs that injected her before freezing her would have slowed her metabolism enough so she could survive a few minutes without oxygen. With my water reserves seeping into my hull, ' worried about me in the whole department of Not being able to breathe. She hangs her life on top of the pod, anchored by
her IV lines, still locked in ice cream. The Hadfield trembles again, and I A Ican A really hear what the Folding Storm is doing to the hull. A jet-black lightning strikes the wall next to me, melting the metal. The water dripping in my helmet comes closer every second to my mouth. I'm starting to take a bunch of goats off the face of the s, knocking it
through the chamber to splash against 3 pods. Row after row of them. Each one filled with this same 3 gel. Each with a shrunken human body floating inside. 's all dead. Hundreds. Miles. All the people on this ship are dead, except her. The hollow screen inside my helmet flickers as a lightning bolt liquefies another piece of helmet. is message from
my computer on board the Phantom A . WARNING: FOLD STORM INTENSITY INCREASING. RECOMMENDS IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE. REPEAT: RECOMMENDS IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE. Yeah, thanks for the advice. You should leave this girl here. No one me blame. "And the galaxy with the A A will wake up? Creator, A probably A thank me if
I left her for the storm. But I look around at those corners in the other pods. All these people who left Earth so many years ago, drifting to sleep with the promise of a new horizon, so as not to wake up plus. And I realize that & € I can leave it here to die. This ship already has enough ghosts. Mi mi esE .olritnes a odnazepme yotse A A ,Asa n%Aa oreP
.etnacifingisni evleuv es aicnatsid y aludno solle ertne oicapse le y nanimufid es selos sose om3Ac reV .sotunim ne sallertse ertne seram sol odnazurC .motnahP im A A y aroh anu ed siAm ocop ecah A ,omsim aroha oreP .A .adiv im ed otser le oirotircse nu ©Aralov A ,ose ed s©Aupsed y ,n3AigeL al ne so+Aa eteis ogneT .oremirp sodalegnoc ratse nis
so+Aa ocnicitniev ed seroyam arap olradnemocer A on A .secejevne euq adidem a aroepme setneitnis setnem sal ne sodagelp sejaiv sol ed otcefe le euq atluseR .olos acnun ratse on ed acun al ne n3Aicaripser ed n3Aicasnes asE .recerapased ed nabaca euq n3Aicarolpxe ed seuqub soremirp soL .oicapse led saretne senoicces odnarrec ,adan al ed natorb
eug satnemrot sal. .otcepser la rorret ed sairotsih abatnoc son iApaP .oicerp nu noc eneiv erpmeis elbisopmi ,se asoc aL .odagelP le recah ajed son euq ol A se A .elbisop ozih es elbisopmi oL .ellac al ed lanif le atsah oesap nu ne noreitrivnoc es ejaiv ed solgis 1iM ?dadrevéA ,aroha odnacot niAtse senocnir sosE ?datim al rop lepap le salbod odnauc asap
©Auq oreP¢A .alrerrocer arap so+Aa lim neic A et A ,zul al ed dadicolev al a odneidra osulcnl .aixalag al ed odal orto le aicah onimac le odot se atseupo aniugse al Y .A sodatnes niAtse A ednod se lepap ese ed n3Acnir nu euq nenigami aroha ,neiB .soleuyoh sotse arim ,somav ,riced oreiuQ .Am ne raifnoc sedeup orep ,ridep A ohcum A .aetciAL aAV al
ed aixalag A adot se A euq nenigami arohA .lepap ed ajoh anu amoT .secnotnE .ralboD .recah 3Aitimrep son euq acigiAm y acin®A asoc al ed erbmon le somid el ,ovitanigami nat opurg nu somos snarreT sol omoc Y .omsim ol odisoc A on ,abatse A osrevinu led odijet le ednod ,oicapse le ertne oicapse ese zev aremirp rop somirbucsed odnauC .arreT ed
sojel ©Abeb ed sosap soremirp sus odnad abatse dadinamuh al odnauc sopmeit sojeiv sol ed abalbah y ehcon al ne edrat atsah abatnes es iApaP .oy y anamreh im A ,oy A ¢A ne somicerC .dloF le erbos samsatnaf ed sairotsih sonratnoc aAloS In the neck. The voices, recié n headset outputs. A € Sufficient for a long time. The draft is is I must go get my
shoes. Creator, what am I doing here? I am preparing a course back to Aurora Academy when the message appears on my display 3. Repeating. Automated. SOS. My magician'® falling as I watch those three letters glow on my screen. The letter from the LegiA 3 n Aurora says all ships are required to investigate a distress call, but my sweep detects a
FoldStorm near the origin of the SOS that is about four million clicks wide. And then my computer translates the 3 ID 3 the distress call. IDENT: TERR AN VESSEL, ARK CLASS. OR: HADFIELD. "It may be. . .A" I whisper. Everybody knows about the Hadfield disaster. In the first days of the expansion? of the Earth, the whole ship desapareciA3 in the
Folding. The tragedy ended the era of corporate space exploration® Nearly ten thousand settlers died. And that's when my computer displays a message on my screen. ALERT: BIOSIGN DETECTED. SURVIVOR UNICO. REPEAT: SURVIVOR UNICO. "MakerA" breath. . . "whisper. A"Breath of A"MakerA"A", I scream. Another arc of nautical rays tears
Hadfield's helmet, just yards from my head. There's no air and my worms are full of liquid anyway, so I can't use the vaporizing metal. But my guts spin, and the water filling my helmet suddenly tastes like salt. It's covering my mouth now just my right eye and my nose are still dry. It had taken me a while to find her. Dragging through Hadfield's
invisible entrances as Storm Fold approached each time more, more than thousands of crib? pods filled with thousands of cadA veres. There were no signs of what killed them, or why only one of them was alive. But finally, there it was. Huddled in her pod, her eyes closed as if she had walked away. The Sleeping Beauty. She's still sleeping now, as the
tremors throw me against the wall hard enough to blow the wind out of me. ed ed areuf n3Aicaripser ed obut le ertsarra ol*As euq Asa Y .eugoha em euq atsah sotunim sod zev lat ogneT .odnaedaj y emodniAgoha ,olahni etnemlatnedicca y ,rodederla eyulf ocsac im ed auga throat, rip the IV lines from his arms, see his blood crystallize in the vacAo. All
the time, she 't move. But A is frowning, as if A is A lost somewhere in that bad dream. Starting to know the feeling. The water stain covers my eyes now. Closing my nostrils on both sides. Take a look at the stain, hold it and part against the bulkhead. we are both weightless, but between the tremors of HadfieldA and the water that A cegA nome,
A almost impossible to control our trajectory. We crashed into a pile of pods, filled with dead bodies long ago. I wonder how many of them I know of. Jumping off the far wall, my fingers scratching to buy. The belly of this ship is a twisted cranium, hundreds of chambers full of pods. But I did show up for my 3 zero-gravity orientation exam. Yes©
exactly where 3 have to go. Exactly how 3 return to the docking bay of Hadfield A A and my Phantom waiting inside it. Except the water closes over my nose. And I can' breathe more. What might sound wrong, I know. . . Okay, it's really bad. But not being able to breathe means that I no longer need my supply of . So I'm heading to the hallway that
leads away from Cryo. Arriving at the back of my space suit, I find the right set of cables and tear them. And with an escaping O2 burst acting like a small propulsion unit® n a jet, A flying. . A A holding the girl tightly in my chest. Lead us with my free hand, clenching the water filling my helmet. My lungs are burning. Rays cut through the wall,
carving titanium like butter. The ship shudders and we bounce off walls and consoles, my boots kicking, somehow keeping us going. Out. Away. A now A on the docks, my Ghost sitting on the other side, 3 a dark erase 3 on my underwater 3. Vast swirling clouds of the They wait just outside the gates of the Bahaa. A black ray in the air. Black spots in
my eyes. All the underwater galaxy. A € almost deaf. Almost blind. One one building on my mind. Still too far from the ship. At least two hundred meters. At any moment, my respiratory reflex is going to go away and I’'m going to inhale a lung full of water, and at the sight of salvation, I'm going to die. We're going to die, both of us. Maker, help us.
Lightning strikes. My lungs are screaming. Heart screaming. All the Milky Way, screaming. I close my eyes. Think of my sister. Reza para that A A is fine. A a A of vertigo. And then I feel it under my hand. Metal. Familiar. What’s going on? . . . ? I open my eyes and there we are, floating right next to my Ghost. The entrance hatch under my fingers. It’s
impossible. There’s no time for questions, Tyler. I break the hatch, drag us in, and close it. As the tiny airlock fills with O2, I rip off my helmet and glue the water to my face, my breathing exploding from my lungs. I curled up, floating, gasping, dragging big air lungs into my chest. The black spots burst into my eyes. The Hadfield shudders and
wobbles, throwing my Phantom into its docking brackets. You got to move, Tyler. MOVETE, MALDITA SEA. I opened the airlock, put me in the pilot chair. The lungs still hurt, tears gushed out of my eyes. I hit the launch controls, I hit the burners before the couplings are loose, I get out of the Hadfield A my belly A as if my tail was on fire. The
FoldStorm swells up and rolls behind us, my sensors all on the red line. The thrust pushes me backwards in my chair, gravity pushing hard on my chest as we speed away. Already depleted of oxygen, A more A I can take. I manage to activate my distress signal with shaking hands. And then I sank. Down on the white behind my eyes. The same color as
those stars, glowing around in all that endless black. And my last thought before I faint A € It is not & ™ that I just saved someone & ™ life or that I have no idea how we cover the last two hundred meters back to my ghost, & ™ the air lock or that the two two most definitely be dead. It¢AAAs that I{AAAm gonna miss the Draft. Excerpt copyright A©A
2019 by LaRoux Industries Pty Ltd. and Neverafter Pty Ltd. Published by Knopf, an imprint of Random House Children¢AAAs Books, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, New York. York.
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